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opposition to a belief in any of those existences that are vaguely classed as "spiritual." To this category belong not only ghosts, gods, souls, et hoc genus omne, for these have long been rejected from the beliefs of most advanced thinkers. The time has now come to include also in the condemned list that further imaginary entity which we call "mind," "consciousness," etc., together with its various subspecies of intellect, will, feeling, etc., in so far as they are supposed to be independent or different from material existences or processes.
I beg that the reader will not hastily repudiate a suggestion which, until rightly understood, must appear almost as absurd as did Berkeley's original formulation of idealism. It seems to the ordinary observer that nothing can be more remotely and widely separated than some so-called " act of consciousness1' and a material object.    An act of consciousness or mental process is a thing of which we are immediately and indubitably aware: so much I admit.    But that it differs in any sort of way from a material process, that is to say, from the ordinary transformations of matter and energy, is  a  belief which   I  very strenuously  deny,   and which I propose to discuss and elucidate at length in my final   chapter.    The proposition which  I   here   desire  to advance  is  that  every event   occurring  in   the   Universe, including those events known as mental processes, and all kinds of human action or conduct, are expressible purely in terms of matter and motion.    If we assume in the primeval nebula of the solar system no other elementary factors beyond those of matter and energy or motion, we can theoretically,  as  above  remarked,  deduce   the   existing  Universe, including mind, consciousness, etc., without the introduction of any new factor whatsoever.    The existing Universe awd all things and events therein may be theoretically expressed in  terms  of  matter   and   energy,  undergoing continuous redistribution in   accordance   with   the   ordinary   laws  of physics and chemistry.    If all  manifestations within  our